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Labour’s plans to close
six Post Offices in
Northampton have

been met with fury by local
residents.

Liberal Democrats in the town
have condemned the
consultation as a “sham” after
local views were ignored.

 “Post Offices provide a vital
service to our local
communities. Closing more
will hit hardest those people
least able to travel.” said
Andrew Simpson, the Lib
Dems Parliamentary
Spokesman.

Much of residents anger will
be directed at local Labour MP
Sally Keeble. She has tried to
distance herself from the
Government’s plans yet in
Parliament, where it really
matters, she has supported the
Government in 99% of all
Commons votes.

Double standards
“People will not be
hoodwinked by such double
standards” said Andrew “If
Sally Keeble really wanted to
save Post Offices in
Northampton she should not

have supported Government
plans to take services away.”

Over 3,500 Post Offices closed
under the last Conservative
Government with another
4,000 closed since Labour came
to power in 1997. The latest
plans will close 2,500 more.

Andrew Simpson and local
Liberal Democrat Councillors
have collected a petition of
over 800 signatures against
the closures and submitted
this to the Post Office together
with a report  calling on them
to change their minds.

Labour Government to axe SIX
Northampton Post Offices
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NICK CLEGG
In touch with Britain

FIGHTING CRIME: New Lib Dem Leader Nick Clegg MP is at the forefront of the fight against crime in Britain.

NICK CLEGG
INTERVIEW
EXCLUSIVE

,Nick Clegg is the
new Leader of the
Liberal Democrats.
Nick said: “This is an
exciting time to be Leader
of the Liberal Democrats.
The Labour Government
is no longer trusted to
deliver vital services like
our NHS, or to take the
real action needed to cut
crime and the
Conservatives don’t stand
for anything any more.”

“For more and more
people across the country,
the Liberal Democrats are
providing a real
alternative to Labour and
Conservatives.”

"I will support Britain's
families so every child gets
the best start in life, cut
crime and get a fair deal for
victims and improve our
NHS so it delivers the care
people need."

Lib Dem Parliamentary
Spokesman Cllr. Andrew
Simpson added: “I know
that Nick is in touch with
Britain.  I will be working
with Nick and the Lib
Dem team to put people
first and fight to protect
vital local services, like
Northampton's remaining
Post Offices, from
Labour’s axe.”

Fares shocker

Andrew Simpson is
calling on Labour to

drop their ID card plans.
The plans will cost billions, but
will do nothing to make our
streets safer.
Many people simply don’t trust
the Labour Government to
look after their personal data
any more.
Last year the Government lost
a record 37 million items of

personal data - putting
ordinary people at risk of
identity theft and other crimes.
Andrew said, “The time has
come for ministers to admit
that this scheme is doomed to
be an expensive failure, they
should scrap the ID card
scheme now.”
“Carrying a plastic ID card is
not going to make you safer.
We need real action to cut
crime now.”

Commuters to London
have seen rail fares
increase by nearly 5%

since the New Year according
to a senior Liberal Democrat.

Andrew Simpson, the party’s
Parliamentary Spokesman, has
hit out at the increase, saying
the cost of travelling by train
has “gone through the roof.”

“Everyone agrees that if  we are
to tackle climate change we need
to get more people off  the road
and on to trains,” said Andrew.

“We are never going to achieve
this if  the cost of  train travel
continues to go up,” he added.

The cost of  a ticket from
Northampton to London Euston
has risen from £41.20 to £43.20
since December.

NHS Services “Worse Under Labour”
National Health Services

in Northampton have
got worse under Labour
according to a massive
survey carried out among
local people.
Over 1,000 people have

responded to a survey carried
out by Northampton Liberal
Democrats into health services
in the town.
“People are angry that despite
massive extra public funds
our local NHS seems to be

performing  no better.” said
survey organiser Andrew
Simpson.
If you haven’t taken part in
the questionnaire you can do
so by visiting www.andrew-
simpson.org.uk.

 Andrew Simpson has condemned the 5%
increase in rail fares since December.

 Lib Dems want real action to
make our streets safer - Labour’s
ID Cards won’t cut crime.



Have your say
on Northampton
Town Centre
The overwhelming number of
people responding to Andrew
Simpson’s  Town Centre
Survey have said they want
Greyfriars Bus Station to be
demolished.

64% of responders say the bus
station should go in favour of a
new bus interchange as part of a
redeveloped Grosvenor Centre.

“I have been inundated with
responses to the survey. There
seems to be clear support for
redevelopment of Greyfriars” said
Andrew.

“I would like to thank everybody
who has taken time to respond. I
will be presenting the results to
the Council in the spring, and
your comments are contributing
to plans for the future of the
Market Square.”

You can take
part in Andrew’s
survey by
visiting his
website at
www.andrew-
simpson.org.uk. ..And the Market Square too!

Amulti-million pound
redevelopment of
Northampton's premier

shopping centre has moved a major
step forward under the new Liberal
Democrat administration of the
Borough Council with the signing of
a formal agreement with centre
owners Legal & General.

Lib Dem Regeneration Spokesman Cllr
Richard Church, said: ‘The Grosvenor
Centre and Greyfriars redevelopment

will be the single biggest investment in
our town centre ever. Once it is
completed this will significantly
improve the shopping offer for
Northampton residents and visitors and
provide a new centre that we can all be
proud of."

Lib Dem Leader Cllr Tony Woods, said:
"This is fantastic news. It is a massive
vote of confidence in our town. There is
still a lot of work to be done - this is the
first stage of a long and complex project.

The builders will not start work for a
few years yet as there's lots of detailed
design and planning still to do, in
particular to ensure that first class bus
facilities are provided to replace the bus
station.

"After years of delay under Labour and
Tory administrations we have finally
been able to move this project on and get
an agreement to move to the next phase
of this vital project."

Northampton's
historic market
square will once

again become the thriving
heart of the town.

That pledge by Liberal
Democrat Councillor

Richard Church comes as
Northampton Borough
Council announces a
successful bid for funding to
unlock the potential of the
market square and adjoining
Abington Street.

Richard Church says: "Our
800 year old square is the
biggest town centre market
square in England. Over the
years it has been used as a
livestock market, a
fairground, a place for
political demonstrations,
celebrations and parades.

“Northampton’s historic
market will once again
become the thriving
heart of the town”

- Cllr Richard Church

"We have set up a steering
group that will include
market traders and other
interested parties to produce
outline plans that will be put
before the council in the
spring."

The steering group will look
at how this space could be
used in a different way,
comparing Northampton
with some of the best squares
in the UK and abroad to see
what lessons can be learned.
Public consultation will be
an important part of the
process, in particular asking
what events or activities
people would like to see. This
area is the heart of our town.
It needs to be better than it
currently is. I believe that
this project will breathe new
life into Northampton,
bringing more people into the
market square and benefiting
the market traders and all of
the surrounding shops."

SPECIAL FEATURE ON NORTHAMPTON  IMPROVING UNDER THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

The Needle - What a Fiasco!
Controversial

plans for a 130ft
sculpture near

the railway station
have angered senior
Liberal Democrats.

West Northants
Development
Corporation’s  plans for
the £365,000 “Needle”
were published without

considering the views of
residents.

“The Needle was the
brainwave of the WNDC
and the Tory County
Council,” explained
Andrew Simpson. “The
Government needs to
look at how WNDC work
if they ride roughshod
over public opinion in

this way. They cannot
ignore local people in
future plans.”

Cllr Jean Hawkins has
led Liberal Democrats
in opposing the
proposed sculpture. “We
should be promoting
this as the site of
Northampton’s ancient
castle,” said Jean.

The new Lib Dem Council is expanding
recycling in Northampton. A
revolutionary new recycling NODE
installed on the Market Square in
September allows people to recycle glass,
paper and card, plastic bottles and food
and drink cans. Also separate recycling
facilities are being introduced in many
flats around the town. The scheme
introduced by the Liberal Democrat run
Northampton Borough Council is
designed to slim the litterbins in the town
centre and reduce the amount of waste
which currently ends up in landfill.

Northampton Borough Councillor Trini
Crake, Liberal Democrat Environment
Spokesperson said: "This is a real step
forward in helping to increase recycling
rates in the town. It's so frustrating to see
litterbins full of rubbish that could be
recycled. A large percentage of litter
collected in the town centre is made up of
food packaging and drinks containers.
Now people have the option to recycle
their litter and I'm delighted that so many
people are using it."

The NODE is located in the corner of the
Market Square behind the
entertainments area.

The Council are also introducing a pilot
for door to door glass recycling in parts of
the town.

MORE RECYCLING
UNDER LIB DEMS



Plans for a development of
1,250 houses at Buckton
Fields  have been

submitted by developers Ensign
Limited to Daventry District
Council.

The plans now keep Smiths Farm
Shop but all the surrounding fields
will be lost.

Lib Dem campaigner Cllr Andrew
Simpson says that many residents
have told him the plans do not
stack up and fail to address

concerns about extra traffic and
impact on the area.

Liberal Democrat Councillors
have long opposed plans for
development on this green field
site.

“The developers are clearly hoping
that by keeping Smiths Farm Shop
they will convince people that the
plans are acceptable. This misses
the point that residents do not
want any development on this
green space,” said Andrew.

Andrew has been running a
petition against the over
development of Northampton
which he plans to hand in to the
Secretary of State. If you want to
add your name to the petition you
can sign it at www.andrew-
simpson.org.uk.

For details of how to object to plans
for Buckton Fields please visit the
campaign website at
www.bucktonfields.com.

The Lib Dems work hard all year round for our area. If you would like to help
our campaign, please complete and return this form.

I will vote Lib Dem at the next election
I would like to vote by post in future
I can display a poster at election time
I can deliver leaflets in my area
I can make a donation to the Lib Dems
£50 £20 £10 Other £____
Please make cheques payable to the Liberal Democrats. A
donation of £10 or more entitles you to become a member of the
Lib Dems. Please tick here if you do not wish to be enrolled

Your name-

Your address-

Postcode-
Email-

Please return to: Liberal Democrats FREEPOST NH0482, Northampton NN1 3BR

The Liberal Democrats would like to use the information
above to contact you from time to time to keep you informed
of campaigns we may think of interest to you. Please write to
us if you do not wish to be contacted in this way.

PEOPLE TURN TO LIB DEMS AS
LABOUR CONTINUE TO FAIL US

REAL
ACTION FOR YOU
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Fight to Save Buckton Fields Goes On

Six Post Offices closing, 37 million
pieces of data lost and our NHS
getting worse. No wonder people are

fed up with Labour.

Northampton’s Labour MP is one the
Government’s most loyal. She has backed
Labour bosses in 99% of parliamentary votes
including student fees and the war in Iraq. She
failed to stand up to Labour bosses over Post
Office closures meaning Northampton has
been severely hit.

In last May’s Council elections the
Conservatives were completely wiped out,
leaving the Liberal Democrats the only
challenger to Labour.

Lib Dem Leader Nick Clegg is backing
Andrew Simpson to win Northampton North
at the next General Election.

Andrew Simpson will make a first class MP
for Northampton. He will stand up for the
town and serve local people, not party bosses
in London!

Lib
Dem
19

Lab
2

Only the Liberal
Democrats or Labour can
win in Northampton
North.

Voting for the
Conservatives will let
Labour win again!

The Tories
have no
Borough

Councillors
anywhere in
Northampton

North


